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Stewardship Report for 
June 2010... 

Tithes & Offerings received 
 June 6 .................... $6,322.00 
 June 13 .................... $3,324.00 
 June 20 .................... $4,762.00 
 June 27 ....................... $925.25 
Total Tithes & Offering received 
 for June .................. $15,333.25 
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Witnessing the Resilience of the Haitian People  
(condensed from Disciples.org)  
Sharon E. Watkins, General Minister and President o f the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), refle cts on her 
experiences during a recent trip to Haiti.  

A memorial service for people who died.  An anointi ng for some who were injured yet live.  
Visits to House of Hope children now meeting under tarps - and to a local church that has 
become the center of a village of makeshift tents.  Highlights of our post-Earthquake trip to 
Haiti. 

We were Global Ministries executives, Cally Rogers- Witte and David Vargas; Latin 
America and the Caribbean Executive, Felix Ortiz; t he GMP (General Minister and President) 
of the United Church of Christ, Geoffrey Black; and  me, Sharon Watkins, Disciples GMP. 

At first glance, Haiti is pretty much exactly what you'd think.  So much destruction ... 
the scope of the overall damage - like it was in Ne w Orleans - is beyond what the camera 
can convey. 

But a second look shows Haitians standing proud.  C ommerce continues ... cars by law 
must be clean ... work crews are everywhere.  Rebui lding has begun.  It's going to take a 
long time. 

But our partner, Jerode Guillomettre of the SKDE (C hristian Center for Integrated 
Development) says Haitians are up to the task.  He said he, in shock, couldn't pray for three 
days after the quake.  But when the prayer finally came, it was "Thank you.”  Thanks to God 
that not everyone died.  Thanks for the faithfulnes s of the Haitian people to be revealed 
singing, praying, praising God even in the aftermat h of disaster.  Thanks for the opportunity 
to build a new Haiti. 

The same faithfulness was apparent at a memorial se rvice for those lost at the Port au 
Prince headquarters of CONASPEH (National Spiritual  Council of Churches of Haiti) our 
Global Ministries partner which is an umbrella orga nization of 6700 local churches - most 
of them very poor.  We sensed their faith as surviv ors told their stories, as we prayed 
together and anointed them, praising God for the gi ft of life and hope in Jesus Christ. 

After the service we met <child sponsorship childre n> that Disciples and UCC support.  
We met more children at the two House of Hope locat ions now operating under tarps... the 
goal is to give normalcy and joy to children trauma tized by the earthquake.  My heart soared 
as I heard the children sing, saw them laugh, inspe cted their handiwork: embroidery and 
wood carving out under the tarp. 

At one of our CONASPEH churches we visited a kind o f "shanty town" made up of tents 
that can hardly bear the name: hand cut tree branch es stuck in to the earth, with whatever 
kind of fabric or sheet or blanket that could be sc rounged up to stretch in between.  The 
congregation itself is now meeting under a large ta rp.  Surrounding that tarp are about 400 
makeshift tents - the daytime homes of some 1000 of  Haiti's poorest people following the 
quake … at night - for security in numbers and safe ty in the arms of the church - they come 
under the church tarp to sleep.  We marveled at the  faithfulness of the church - on the 
ground and around the world - joining hands to be t he good news that God loves the world 
and God wants God's children to live in abundance, to be a movement for wholeness, a sign 
of God's inbreaking reign into the world. 

We joined in Guillomettre's prayer: "Thank you.”  T hank you, God, for the work of the 
churches of Haiti.  Thank you for the partnership o f churches around the world, for our own 
Week of Compassion, first responder in times of dis aster and partner in longer term 
development assistance ... as we walk with partners , offering critical presence over the long 
haul. 

It will be a long haul in Haiti, but we will be the re through our prayers, through our gifts, 
through our advocacy, for a strong, prosperous Hait i.  Following the lead of the Haitian 
people themselves, we will walk together as partner s, in the name of Christ.  May it be so. 
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You Can Help …  
We are searching for volunteers to 
teach at Denny Towers each Sunday in 
July at 2 pm.  If you would like to help 
p lease  contac t  Sharon  N icko ls 
(706.353.7727 or email snickols@ 
fcs.uga.edu). 
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